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Thank you for coming to see The Untold Truth of Captain Hook. We 
hope you enjoyed the show. The activities in this guide can be enjoyed 
after you attend the performance. As well as the enclosed subject-related 
activities, The Untold Truth of Captain Hook can also be used as a 
stimulus tool for the following areas of study/conversation:  

 

The Nature of Friendship 

Different Types of Family   

Grief and Dealing with Loss 

How we Perceive People Vs Who They Really Are 

Classic Children’s Literature 

Theatre 
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ENGLISH   

 
No Small Thing 
In the show, it says “Even though James had no idea what to do anymore, he took 

Rupert with him. He didn’t have his brother, but he did have his friend, which is no 

small thing in this world”. We later find out that Rupert grows up to become Captain 

Hook’s famous First Mate Smee. Write a diary entry by grown-up James Hook looking 

back on why he decided to bring Rupert on that first adventure, what they have done 

together since, and what makes Rupert such a good friend. 

 
Take This, and Wait Right Here 
James and Peter’s father gives them 

their mother’s clock to keep. When 

they open it, they find a letter from 

him and some gold coins. If you 

were leaving just one object with 

someone to keep safe until you 

returned, what important item would 

you leave, and why? Who would you 

give it to? Imagine you leave a letter 

with it. Write the letter, explaining 

why you have gone away, and why you have left this object. (Also let them know if 

there are any surprises about the object, like the gold coins inside the clock!) 

 

All Children, Except One, Grow Up 
Make two lists – one titled For and one titled Against. Under For write down all the 

advantages of never having to grow up, eg. Never having to pay bills, never having to 

go to work. Under Against write down all the disadvantages of never growing up, eg. 

never being able to drive a car or never getting to buy candy when you feel like it. 

Once you’ve done this, you could split your class into two teams, nominate speakers 

and have a debate with the motion being “This House Believes Children Should Never 

Grow Up”. 
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ART 
 
Meet the Lost Boys 
In the play, some of the Lost Boys in the orphanage are represented by clocks – Curly, 

Feathers, Stinky Pete, Big Tim and Tiny Dan. Use your imagination to draw what they 

might look like as real-life boys, and don’t forget to include why they got their 

nicknames. 

 

 

 

 
 
For Every Day That Passed He Grew A Year 
It’s time to do a self-portrait – with a difference. Using a mirror, or a photograph of 

yourself, draw a self-portrait. Now imagine and draw what you will look like at the age 

of 80. What changes on your face? How does your body change? Is there anyone with 

you in your self-portrait at 80 that you don’t know yet? 
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INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES 
 
He Knew at Least His Brother was Safe 
Using the internet, research famous brothers or famous sisters of history.  

 

Choose a pair of siblings and produce and print a fact sheet containing pictures and 

various interesting facts about them. Things you could explore include where they’re 

from, why they are famous and their finest accomplishments. 

 

Once you have produced your fact sheet you can create a power-point presentation 

to show the rest of your class. 
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HISTORY 
 

A Dastardly, Sinister, One-Armed Pirate  
In the show, James decides to become a pirate. After all, he already has a ship, and 

Peter needs a baddie for adventures! But pirates aren’t made up – they really existed. 

In fact, the period between the 1650s and the 1730s is known as the Golden Age of 

Piracy.  

 

Why not create a research project all about piracy in this period? What did they actually 

do? Why was there so much piracy at that time? Where did they sail? Who were some 

real-life famous pirates?  Can you find out where some of the famous myths came 

from (eg. parrots and gold earrings?) This can be done as a group or individual project 

and presented to the class. 

 

 

 
This Would Make an Awfully Big Adventure 
You could also research J.M. Barrie, who wrote Peter Pan - the book that inspired this 

show. Find out who or what motivated him to write the book, and from where he got 

the ideas for the characters. There is even a film about this called Finding Neverland. 

Again, this could be an individual or group project which is presented to the class. 
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SCIENCE 
 

Second Star to the Right  
The Storyteller in the show says that ‘Second Star to the Right’ is a terrible direction, 

since there are so many stars (and to the right of what?!) Find out the following 3 facts:  

• Which galaxy are we in? 

• How many stars do scientists estimate there are in our galaxy?  

• How many stars do scientists think there might be in the universe? 

 

There are many constellations (a group of stars which forms an imaginary outline or 

pattern) which astronomers have given names to over the centuries, like The Big 

Dipper and Leo The Lion. Constellations were used as an easy and memorable way 

to help people – for example historians suspect that when farmers saw certain 

constellations, they would know it was time to begin the planting or reaping. Ancient 

sailors would also watch constellations to mark their position in open sea. In 1929 the 

International Astronomical Union (IAU) adopted official constellation boundaries that 

defined the 88 official constellations that exist today. Choose two of these 

constellations, draw them and label the stars which make them up. 

 

Now invent and draw your own constellation. Maybe it’s the ship? Or a clockface? Or 

a sword? Don’t forget to name it and label each star! 
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INSPIRATION 
 
The Untold Truth of Captain Hook is heavily inspired by J.M. Barrie’s Peter Pan. 

There are many lines and events in the play which are direct references to the original 

text. You can find a list of them here: 

 

PETER’S BELIEF THAT HIS FATHER AND MOTHER FORGOT HIM 

“Never say goodbye because goodbye means going away and going away means 

forgetting.” 

 

PETER’S EXPLANATION OF FLIGHT 

“The moment you doubt whether you can fly, you cease for ever to be able to do it.” 

 

JOHN’S DIRECTIONS TO THE BOYS 

“Second star to the right and straight on till morning.” 

 

PETER DISCUSSING HIS ESCAPE PLAN 

“Oh, the cleverness of me” 

 

THE CONCEPT OF OLDER AND YOUNGER  

“Time is chasing after all of us.” 

 

ESCAPING FROM THE ORPHANAGE 

“Would you like an adventure now, or would you like to have your tea first?” 

 

THE BOYS’ FINALE BATTLE 

“So Pan this is your doing.” Aye James Hook came the stern answer “It's my doing.”  

“Proud and insolent youth,” said Hook, “prepare to meet your doom.” 

“Dark and sinister man, have at thee.” 

 

PETER’S CROWING IN THE ORPHANAGE TO SIGNAL JAMES HE HASN’T 

FORGOTTEN HIM 
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“Just always be waiting for me, and some night you will hear me crowing” 

 

PETER THINKING HIS FATHER FORGOT HIM 

“Absence makes the heart grow fonder or forgetful.” 

 

JAMES FINDING HIS FATHER’S SHIP 

“I have the strangest feeling I’ve seen that ship before a long time ago when I was very 

young.” 

 

ON HOOK CHOOSING TO GROW UP 

“She was one of the kind that likes to grow up. In the end she grew up of her own free 

will a day quicker than the other girls.” 

 

THE FINAL BATTLE AND BROTHERHOOD 

“Never is an awfully long time” 

 

THE FINAL BATTLE 

“To live would be an awfully big adventure" 

 

PETER’S REFUSAL TO GROW UP 

“All children, except one, grow up” 

 

PART OF THE CLOCK CONCEPT FOR THE SET’S CREATION 

“So come with me, where dreams are born, and time is never planned.” 

 

WALT DISNEY QUOTE AS A TRIBUTE TO THE FATHER OF THE CARTOON WE 

ALL KNOW 

“Dreams can come true, if you have the courage to chase them.” 
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For more information please contact: 
 

Replay Theatre Company 
East Belfast Network Centre 

55 Templemore Avenue 
Belfast 

BT5 4FP 
 
 
 
 

   @ReplayTheatreCo 
 

    @ReplayTheatreCo 
 
 
@ReplayTheatreCo 
 

  +44 28 9045 4562 
 

  www.replaytheatreco.org 
 

   info@replaytheatreco.org 


